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ie The being of God is reckoned the frit, greatcft, and 
moft fundamental of alt things that are the obje&s of 
oo 

knowledge or be'ie/. EDWARDS. 


I, our laft number we {poke chie‘ly on tat fenfe 


which is natural to all men of God’s being 


>? 


which [{ 
| obferved {cems prior to any apparent diftinG proofs 

, of it; in this nutnber I would (peak of a few of thefe 
A proofs. And I j;udge,when addedto that fenfe, they 
q; will appear to come in their proper place. Not that 
perfons in general diftinguith thefe from that, they 


, 


feem all together and indiflinG in their own breatts. 


But when we treat on thefe things in writing, it is 





tinavoidable to diftinguifh 


i Taat proof which ferms to contain every other 
4 that God is, or that there is a God, is, That 

muft have their caufe; or in fcripture Jangucce, 
“That things which are leon were not made of things 


which do appear.” This truth feems NDT fied alike 


re NT 


upon the man who cannot read, »5 upon thi 


‘BL 


{cholar, The force of it cannot be withfiocd. Iti 
» among 
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among our firft notices and inquiries, Whence this ? 
who made that? It takes but little time indeed to be 
acquainted,that we ourlelves are not the work of our 
own hands,northetenthoufand thoufand things which 
are ever aroundus. Whence the grafs,the corn, the 
plants, the trees, the fruits, a child afks, Whence the 
light, the air, the winds, the rain, the clouds, the fky, 
it afks; and a child can anfwer, as well as the pro- 
foundeft philofopher. That there is a Maker of all 
things is a truth faflened upon us much clofer than 
we are aware of. It is true,we do not often {peak of it 
One with another ; itis neither begotten nor prelerve 
ed in us by converfing uponit; however, it lies clofe 
within us, 


Ir feems to thoufands of us, that we carry not 


with us any known demonttrable proofs of it. Per- 
haps if afked for one we could abide by, we fhould a 
firft be atalois. It would feemto us that the no- 
tion of God's being grew up with us we know not 
how, or that we had received yt from our parents, or 
ourcatechifins. But upon eXamination it would be 


found, that we had imbibed it on the fureft ground, 


even this, That creatures muft neceffarily have a Cres 
ator. We ina moment ‘ee, that feif-creation is the 
greateft of abfurdities. <A fly, an ant, much more a 
bird, a beaft, puts ds in mind of its Creator. We 
have 





yO we 
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have been put in mind of this from childhood. So 
that itis not from having no proof of God that we 
feem at a lofs when called to fhew it, but having it 
fo repeatedly, or habitually, or fully, that it fwallows 


up diftiné notice. 


Tue evidence we are upon is one of the fimplef, 
and yet one of the deepeft. It afford: a high dignified 
pleafure to fee a wile philofophical man wade in its 
to fee him flep thus; Coulda creature or being cree 
ate himfelf, he mult be before himiclf. But furely 
to be before himfelfis the fameas notto be. If then 
he is not, how can he create ? Can he be creator 
before he is a creature,or has a being ?--This reafon. 
ing all muft fee the force of. A reafonable being 
cannot depart from it. The confideration of the an- 
cientnefs of things, or of their having been ina long 
eftablifhed courfe makes no odds. Had the world, 
the ordinances, the laws, the courfe of it, been under 
operation ten thoufand years, or had they been but 
ten days, the certainty is the fame. ‘From the cre. 
ation of the world are clearly feen God's eternal 
power and Godhead.” : 

«) Ano yet it isthe iimpleft; as I have faid, a child 


mult take itin. It is as natural for us to reafon. as 
it isto breathe. The child that looks out of doors, 


and fees the fky, is immediately convinced that its 
parents 
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parents could not make it, nor any like them ; the 
conclufion then is, there is one greater than they : 


there is one more to be feared than they, 


Now certainly no, man can pretend to be ignoran$ 
of God. None can fay that he has no proof of his 
being. None need to have an angel trom heaven to 
affure him of this. «None can he down with the 
fowls of heaven, nor with the beafts of the field. 


Acain,ihe evident defign or end which 1s fo man- 
ifeft in creatures, whether it be fubordinate, or ulti, 
mate, as to their formation, faculties, fupplies, pre- 
fervation, proves an intelligent author of nature be, 
yond allfcruple, If we know ourfelves to be intel, 
ligent by the ends we defign, and the {chemes we lay 
to accomplifh them, we know God to he fo in the 
fame manner, 


Wuen we enter a city, and fee all the works of 
art, how ceriainly we conclude that rational beings 
formed it: fo being entered into this world, and [ce- 
sng all the warks af, what we call, nature, but prop- 
erly God, how certainly we may conclude that his 


“ 


Tuose who have fought out the laws and ends of 


yntelligent hands formed it! 
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creatures, have done it to their admiration. They 
have been overcome with the footfteps. of intelli- 
gence, Asit were line andrule, weight and mea- 

| {ure, 
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fure, have been feen in the minuteft parts. Indeed 
the evidences of wifdom and underftanding in creat- 
ed natures, fo infinitely beyond the wildom of man, 
isa fubje& which a thoufand pens have run upon, 
** Yea, the flork in the heaven knoweth her ap- 
pointed times; and the turtle, and the crane, and the 


iwallow obferve the time of their coming.” 


Bur what ftrikes us creatures is, the conftancy or 
continuednefs of thofe things, which, if formed by 
us, or under our care, would quickly break apteces, 


d and be known no more. The fine mechanifm, or 
) admirable parts of thoufands of creatures furprizes 
i us, but we are more furprized with their duration, 


_ their prefervation. Could a man look into his own 
: living body, and fee the blood flowing through all 
its parts, on the firfl moment of fight he would be 
ftruck indeed, but he may come moment after mo- 
inent, month after month, year after year, 1t admira~- 
bly flows ftill. Prefervation is as admirable as cre- 
ation ; yea, fome have been ufed to call it continued 


creation. 


A maw who ftands and obferves the flowing of 

the tide, the gradual fteady increafe of fo great a bo- 

dy of water, whilft he beholds, wonders, but upon 

its occuring that it does fo every day, more than 
wonder is felt, 


_ WITH 
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—Witna regard to the continuation of the courfe of 
mature fas we commonly exprels it), the fun’s rifing 
and fettin,, (he moon's waxing and waning, the feae 
fens’ comung and eaing, the vegetable and animal 

reatures’ hying and dying, in the fleady returns and 
zppearances of thele what furprizes us 1s, that men 
fll and rife no more ; that they come up as a flows 
er but only onee ; they don’t ipring again. The 
following thought has gone home to many a man’s 


foul, This night I fhall clofe my eyes, or the next, 


—~ 


but to-morrow morning the fun fhali nfe as clear 
and light as ever,and the morning after. A man 
has looked on the fpot of earth he poffeffes, This, 
fays he,fhall bring forth as frefhly and plentifully as 
ever, years that cannot be told, but in a litile time, 
my very body fhall not bring forth the poorcft weed, ( 

But fear departing from the fubjeét of this paper, 

Nex? to creation, in proof of the Creator,--(God 
yleffed for evermore !) we are naturally led to provi. 


dence, or ta that prefent, a€tive, governing hand, 
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which is over all. Creation, as it were, tages hold om 
eson every fide, providence /peaks to us on every 
fide; and both alike manifeft God. This laft ts a 


Subject of many branches, it extends to what 1s high, 


to what is low; to what is natural, to what 1s {pirit- 
tral; to creatures irrational, as well as rational, and 
to events which no human eye regards, If it be like 


the 
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the great and mighty occan ; it is like the fweet, fill, 
flowing brooks of water. If it fometimes roars and 
fhakes the mountains, fometimes it hardly fhakes the 
reed. But whether it be on the mountains, or in 
the vallies, God is there. As he was there paffing 
before Elijah when a great and ftrong wind rent the 


s, when there 


mountains.and brake in pieces the rocks, 
was an earthquak e, anda fire, fo he was there with 
the widow of Sar: pta and her fon, when the ba rroj 


of meal wafied not, andthe cruife ef cil failed net. 


Ir is nearly as difficult to take our eye off from 
the governing of creatures, as it is from the crea- 
tures themfelves. Indeed there is that in the forme 
er which will ftrike us and open our eyes, when they 
are clofe enough as to the Jatter. With the former 
€very man mult have to do, whether ke will or ne 


with the latter, ‘ They fhall fee.” (Ifa. xxvi. me 


Bur this fubje€& muft be refumed in another pa 
per. We feel that we haveto do withit. Itis what 
nearly interefts us. Though I fhall not there ene 
Jarge upon it, as having to do with it in the dutie 
and fufferings of life, but only as it abundantly 


proves the being of God, 


Now to clofe this fecond number; Reader, fuffez 
me to put you in remembrance of the day. It i3 
true, this day commemorates the refurrection : but 


does 
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does it not alfo creation ? certainly it does. There 
could have been no redemption without creation, - 
This new reft puts us in mind of the old reft. It is 
true, the old reft is no more. It is broken up for- 
ever. The feventh day is loft in the firft. But we 
muft remember the feventh, that we may know how 
we came by the firft. We muft know the violation, 
that we may rightly underftand the reftitutionin him 
who rofe from the dead; : 


Wuat has my Reader heard in his place of wor- 
fhip of the being of God to-day, or of the proofs of 
that being ? Let him remember that he needs to be 
put in rernembrance that GOD IS. We forget him 
{this is natural to us) as a dead man out of mind. 
** God is not in alltheirthoughts.” Be glad to hear 
of God. Why fhould you not be? Is it not more 
rational to hear of him, than to fee him in images 
and reprefentations, in wood and in ftone? ‘* My 
people have forgotten me days without number.” 
Reader, prize, from the heart, any means whatever 


ferving to remind of God, 
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